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1. Empirical antimicrobials:  What to start?
2. Change of antimicrobials:  When to change?
3. Duration of antimicrobials:  When to stop?
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High Versus Low Risk Patients

Low-risk
ANC more than 100/mm3

Normal chest radiograph

Expected resolution of 

neutropenia less than 7-10 days 

Non toxic appearance 

No comorbidities

Malignancy in remission

High-risk
ANC less than 100/mm3

Abnormal chest radiograph

Expected resolution of 

neutropenia more than 7-10 days 

Toxic appearance

Presence of comorbidities

Not in remission
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1. Empirical antimicrobials:  What to start?



1. Antibiotic coverage

• Goal of empiric therapy: coverage for virulent 
organisms while minimizing exposure to 
unnecessary antibiotics

All patients: 
– Gram‐negative organisms 

High‐risk FN: 
– Streptococcus Viridans

– Pseudomonas aeruginosa


